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Spring 2020   Jan 6 – May 14 

Ballroom I #73087  Dance M30A   Ballroom II #73088  Dance M30B
  TH  6pm – 8:50pm
Co-Instructors:  Sayhber Rawles & Dennon Rawles 



  Last date to drop w/o “W”
      01/26
srawles@vcccd.edu -- drawles@vcccd.edu




  Last date to drop with “W”      04/17
website: DennonandSayhber.com







Student Learning Outcome:  

Ballroom I & II:  Students will be able to:
1.   Recognize the rhythm of a piece of recorded music and choose a dance from his/her repertoire which fits it. 

2.   Observe fundamental dance practices (line of dance, leading/following, maintaining the rhythm) while transitioning from one     
variation to the next..
3.   Demonstrate proper dance etiquette when selecting and exchanging partners.
4.   Identify opportunities available to him/her within the community for the use of the social dance skills.  
5.   Relate historical and/or cultural information to each of the dances: compare and contrast characteristic steps and styling within 
their geographical and historical contexts.

6.  Apply concepts of movement to improve dance performance (center point of balance, posture, foot positions, transfer of 
weight).

7.  Apply styling characteristics of the dance and develop personal creativity in response to the music, partnering and group 
dynamics.

8.  Perform a choreographed ballroom dance to a selected piece of music with a partner, as a leader or follower, with one or more 
classmates. 
Class Format:

1.  Work rhythm and movement exercises/patterns without a partner.

2.  Learn the basic steps, movements and style of a particular dance without a partner.

3.  Begin the actual partner process.

4.  Learn combinations of steps to practice.
Important:  Students must show proficiency in ballroom steps before being allowed to partner.  The instructor will determine when you are ready to partner and with whom you may partner.  This is a safety issue.  Your potential partner must know that you do not represent a risk of injury to him/her. If you are determined to not yet be ready to partner, you will be asked to continue to practice steps by yourself.  If you continually have trouble learning the steps, it may be best if you drop the class.

Assignments:

1.  Tests:  Students will be tested periodically on each of the areas in the class format. 

2.  Attend the Semester Dance Concert and write a critique.  Papers are due within one week of performance seen. The outline can be accessed on the web site above.   

3.  Final Exam:  Students will be tested on the final dance set on class.  If deemed ready, students may perform in the end of semester, “Evening of Dance” Recital. 

Equipment:    Bring a notebook - pen/pencil - water bottle - hand towel - breath mints.

Dress Code  - Students are to:  Dress like a dancer, so they’ll look like a dancer, so they’ll think like a dancer, so they’ll feel like a dancer, so they’ll act like a dancer, so they’ll train like a dancer all toward the goal of  becoming a dancer!
1.  Men:  Wear clean-soled dance/ballroom shoes or jazz shoes.  No sneakers, work boots or shoes that mark the floor.    Wear clean, form fitting shirts with collar.  No offensive writing or logos on shirts.  No Jeans or baggy pants with low hanging crotch. Wear form fitting trousers/dress pants (no jeans) that you can move in. 

2.  Women:  Wear knee length skirts or (ballroom) dresses that are not constricting. Wear leotards and tights underneath. No bare legs, bellies, or backs please!!  May wear long pants (no jeans).  Wear ballroom or low character heels.

** No sneakers will be allowed in ballroom class.   No exceptions, no excuses.   If you do not have proper shoes by the 2nd week of class you will not be allowed to participate!

IMPORTANT ! ! !     You will be dancing in close contact, face to face with another person.   For the sake of others, please be aware of personal hygiene.  Have clean hands and wear clean clothes.  Use breath mints and un-scented deodorant.
 No heavy colognes or perfumes please.   
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Disclaimer:  The grade you receive at the end of semester will be the result of how consistent and diligent you are. 

 You will be evaluated using the following rules and regulations.  Please read carefully.  

You, the student are entirely, 100% responsible for the grade you receive.

1.  Listen and be attentive!  When instructor speaks, you don’t! 

2.  Everyone dancing in the Leadership Position (traditionally male)  dances with everyone in the Follower Position (traditionally female) -  You do not have your choice of partners.  Because of the uneven ratio of those dancing in the leadership position and those dancing in the follower position there will be a rotation system whereby partners are continually changing. 
3.  Be Polite!  -   Introduce yourself to your partner.  Re-introduce yourself as needed.  Don’t assume your partner remembers your name from the previous meeting.  When time to move on, say “Thank You”.
4.  Be encouraging!  -  There will be varying levels of training in this class.  If you encounter someone having trouble, it is your duty to be encouraging.

5.  No profanity!  -  No swearing or the use of any “questionable” language will be tolerated. 

6.  Be respectful of age differences!  We may have a wide range of age differences in this class.  Please endeavor to respect and understand the needs and energy level of your younger or older classmate.   Be respectful.

7.  Class Time – Students are expected to be on time and ready to dance when class begins.  That means being on the dance floor, quiet, attentive as well as properly dressed.  

8.  Absences - 2 absences are allowed for the semester.  Each additional absence will lower your grade.  You will fall behind the others if you have excessive absences.  After returning from an absence, it is your responsibility to learn from others (not the teacher) any announcements you may have missed and what has been added onto the combination.

**  The instructor is not responsible for what you did not hear . . . when you were not here!

9.  Tardies - If you arrive after class has begun or after roll has been taken you are considered tardy.  2 tardies constitutes one absence.  Except for prior arrangement with the instructor, you may not join class at all if you are more than 15 minutes late.  If you arrive 15 minutes late or more, you will be counted as absent.

10.  Early departures - Leaving class early without prior permission counts the same as a tardy.  Inform the instructor before class begins of your need to leave early.  2 early departures or combinations of tardies and early departures counts as an absence.  If you leave more than 20 minutes early, it will be counted as an absence.

11.  Sit-Outs - If you are dressed inappropriately, if you’ve arrived too late to participate or you are not feeling well enough to dance you may “sit-out”.  To receive credit for attending you must be fully engaged in the class and write a paper or two on the contents of the day’s class.  Begin the paper with the reason you are not participating.  Sign, date and turn paper in at conclusion of class. Remember – If you arrive 30 minutes late you will not receive credit for attending, but please stay; learn what you can so you do not fall behind. You are allowed 3 sit-outs per semester.

12.  Participation  - Students are expected to put 100% effort and enthusiasm into their work.  Do not bring your bad day to class. .  If for any reason you are unable to fully focus and put 100% of your energy in to class, you may be asked to do a “sit out”.

13.  No jewelry!   -   No earrings (studs are acceptable), necklaces, bracelets, watches, anklets, toe

rings, hand rings (bands excepted), nose rings, eye lid rings or any jewelry that hang from clothing.  With the close contact you will be doing, one wrong move could result in injury. 

14.  No gum chewing/eating!   No gum chewing or eating allowed in the dance studio, ever. The 2nd warning may result in lowering your grade.   Water bottles are permitted.

15.  No Cell Phones/Electronic Devices!  Turn cell phones off prior to entering the studio. No video taping!
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GRADING PROCEEDURE:


1.  Participation  and  Attendance accounts for  60%.

2.  Understanding and Mastering the material accounts for  20%.

3.  Written tests and tests on combinations, including the final dance accounts for 15%.


4.  Written critique accounts for 5%
KEEP THE INSTRUCTOR INFORMED -  If you are going to be absent more than two consecutive classes please email instructor.  You risk being dropped from the class.  If you have questions, please email. 

ACCESS --  (805) 378-1461 – Located in the LMC

Students with disabilities, whether physical, learning, or psychological, who believe that they may need accommodations in this class, are encouraged to contact ACCESS as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.  Authorization, based on verification of disability, is required before any accommodation can be made. 

Other Contact Information:

Interim Dean:  Monica Garcia. EMAIL:mgarcia4@vcccd.edu.   Office: AA-101)
Administrative Assistant:  Rain Matheke:  rmatheke@vcccd.edu   AA101 M-R 8am-5pm and F 8am-12pm  

Email:  MCdivision125@vcccd.edu


Dance Chair of Fine and Performing Arts: John Loprieno – Phone ext: 1469  Office     PA146
Email: jloprieno@vcccd.edu 

Title IX / Sexual Misconduct
Members of Moorpark College (MC) community, guests, and visitors have the right to be free from sexual misconduct and any other form of sexual harassment and gender-based discrimination and violence.  MC does not tolerate sexual misconduct, which includes, but is not limited to: Sexual harassment (in person, by text, or online), Domestic violence, Dating violence, Sexual assault, Stalking, and Sex/Gender based Hate Crimes.  If you or someone you know at MC experience or witnesses Sexual misconduct, you can report it to any employee and your case will investigated.  If you would like to discuss the matter with someone confidentially/anonymously, you may visit the student health center and discuss the matter with a counselor.  All other employees of the college are mandated reporters, should an incident or sexual misconduct occur.  Please visit the campus website on TIX for additional information and guidance.
No Smoking Policy

Moorpark College is 100% TOBACCO FREE – No smoking, vaping, chewing.  No tobacco is permitted on or in buildings, campus grounds or parking lots at all times.  Violators shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary action.  AP 6800, BP 66810, AB 846.
IMPORTANT!  READ THIS . . . This syllabus is subject to amendments and changes per the instructor's discretion at anytime throughout the semester.   All verbal instructions are as important and binding as those contained in this syllabus.

DROPPING CLASS:

If you decide to stop attending class for any reason, it is your responsibility to officially drop the class to clear your name from the roster.  Please keep instructor informed by way of email.

Please sign, tear off the bottom portion and return to instructor by your 2nd class meeting.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read all three pages of the class syllabus for the Ballroom I & II.  I understand what my responsibilities are to successfully complete this course.  I also understand that I must adhere to all the rules, regulations and protocols that are listed in the syllabus as well as any and all verbal instructions given throughout the semester by the instructor.  I acknowledge that I must keep this syllabus with me so I may refer to it as needed.

Check One:                       I'm enrolled in Ballroom I____________                  I'm enrolled in Ballroom II    ______________
__________________________________                    ____________________________________        ______________

Print Name                                                                         Sign Name                                                     
Date
