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Jazz II  10:15 to 1:25 Dance A121  
Instructor:  Dennon Rawles  drawles@occ.cccd.edu
Semester: Jan 27 – May 23    -  Last date to drop with a refund: Feb. 8 

Last date to drop without a “W” Feb. 9       Last Date to drop with a “W”  April 25  
Course Description: 
Jazz Dance II  A technique course in the study of various jazz styles.  Emphasizes the use of energy, rhythm, improvisation while emphasizing body control, alignment, use of weight changes and quality within a jazz dance movement vocabulary.  Instruction at the intermediate level.  May be taken for grades or on a pass-no pass basis.  Transfer Credit:  CSU, UC.

Student Learning Outcome:
1. Execute a double inside and outside turn.

2. Combine transitional steps with stationary steps to create a 32 count phrase.

3. Demonstrate the proficient use of accents in the style of jazz dance. 

Class Format:

1. Isolation & movement

2. Standing Stretch & Technique

3. Floor Stretch & Technique

4. Plies, tendues, kicks, small jumps

5. Progressions – Across floor movement patterns and technique

6. Combination

Assignments:

1. Students will be tested periodically on a combination of movements learned in class.

2. Students must attend the OCC Dance Concert and write a critique and summary using the outline provided on the website.  Students who have opted to receive “credit/no credit” must see the performance but need not write the paper.

3. Extra Credit:  You may see other dance productions, either College or professional write a one page paper to receive extra credit.  No high school or studio productions will be acceptable.

**   All papers are due within one week of the production seen.  No papers will be accepted during the final two                                                                    weeks of semester.

Dress Code Philosophy:  Students should dress like a dancer so you look like a dancer so you feel like a dancer,  so you’ll act like a dancer, so you’ll train like a dancer so you become a dancer.
Equipment:   The color of jazz class is BLACK.

1.  Wear close fitting dancewear – No baggy clothes!!   Black floor length Jazz pants, black               leotards.  

2.  Black sweats may be worn on cold days only.   Men may wear black tight fitting sweatpants and black form fitting “T” shirts.

Men must wear a “dance belt” in class.

  ***   Bellies are to be covered at all times!!  

     3. Knee Pads – black

     4. Jazz shoes only.   No ballet slippers or modern sandals.

5.  Dance Bag – to keep all your equipment in

6. Water Bottle – no food or soda cups or bottles allowed in studio.
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The grade you receive at the end of semester will be the result of how consistent and diligent you are. 

 You are entirely, 100% responsible for the grade you receive.

1.  Class Time  -  Students are to be on time and ready to dance when class begins.  That means being on the dance floor, properly dressed and mentally and physically ready to proceed.

2   Tardy Attendance -  Students joining class after class roll has begun or after class begins are  considered late.  3 recorded tardies equals one absence.  For respect and consideration of others as well as the possible risk of injury – you may not join class if you are 15 minutes late.  If you arrive 30 minutes late, you will be counted as absent.

* If you arrive late (within the 15 min. time limit) place yourself in the back of the class.  Do not disturb the instructor or students by putting yourself up front or the middle.  Your place is in the back of the class.

3.  Absences -  2 are allowed.  Each additional absence will lower your grade.  After returning from an absence, it is your responsibility to learn from others (not the teacher) any announcements you may have missed and what has been added onto the combination.  

The instructor is not responsible for what you did not hear . . .    when you were not here!

4.  Make up classes – Students may make up a missed class by attending a class pre-approved by the instructor.  The make up class must be completed within one week from time you return to class. The class must be the same technique and style as the one missed.  A signed/dated note from the instructor is needed to verify.   2 make-up classes per semester. 

5.  Sit-Outs  - Students who arrive too late to join class (15 min. time limit) or are not feeling well enough to participate may do a “sit-out” on the sidelines.  In order not to have an absence recorded against you, write a one or two page paper on the contents of the day’s class.  Begin your paper by explaining why you are not participating.  Write the class name/ sign and date it and turn it in at the completion of the class.  You are allowed 2 sit-outs per semester. 

6.  Participation -  Students are expected to put 100% effort and enthusiasm into their work.  The teacher needs your energy for inspiration.  If you are having a bad day and do not feel up to it,  if you’re having a bad hair day, if your car broke down and your boyfriend or girlfriend is mad at you, if you’re parents have decided to disown you   – SNAP OUT OF IT!!   FOCUS ON THE TASK AT HAND!!!     OR … so your miserable, unpleasant, unhappy demeanor does not bring the rest of us down . . .    do a “sit-out”, write a paper or remove yourself from class.  

7.  Early Departures -  Leaving class early without prior permission counts the same as a tardy.   2 early departures or combinations of early departures and tardies equal one absence.  Inform the instructor if you need to leave a few minutes early.    If you must leave class more than 30 minutes early it will be counted as an absence.  If you are tardy to class and also leave early that same class, you will be counted as being absent.

8.  Gum Chewing/ Foods -  Chewing gum or eating during class is forbidden.  The 2nd warning may result in lowering your grade.  Water bottles are allowed.  No soda bottles.

9.   Jewelry -  No necklaces, bracelets, large rings on hands or toes, anklets, nose rings, etc. are allowed!  No large watches as well.  Nothing that can cause injury to yourself or others.   All earrings must be studs. 

NO EXCUSES, NO EXCEPTIONS!

10.  Cell phones/Video Taping  - No cell phones or electronic devices allowed in studio.  Turn phones off prior to entering studio.  No videotaping of dance material allowed. 
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GRADING PROCEDURE
      1.    Participation accounts for  50%

2. Mastering the material accounts for 20%. 
3.  Tests on Combinations account for  25%
4. Written critique accounts for 5%
Dropping Class

If you decide to stop attending class, it is your responsibility to clear your name from the roster.  Please officially drop yourself from the class.
KEEP THE INSTRUCTOR INFORMED -  If you are going to be absent more than two consecutive classes or you have questions, please email your instructor by way of the web site on first page.  If you decide to drop the class (for any reason) please inform instructor as well. 

*  IMPORTANT!!!    This syllabus is subject to amendments and changes per the instructor's discretion at anytime throughout the semester.   All verbal instructions are as important and binding as those contained in this syllabus.

Disability Statement:
Orange Coast College recommends that students with disabilities or specific learning needs contact their professors during the first two weeks of class to discuss academic accommodations. If you believe that you may have a disability and would like more information, you are encouraged to contact Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSPS) at (714) 432-5807 (voice), (714) 432-5604 (TDD), or email at disabledstudents@occ.cccd.edu.
Please sign, tear off the bottom portion and return to instructor by your 2nd class meeting.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read all three pages of the class syllabus for OCC Jazz II for Spring Semester 2020.  I understand what my responsibilities are to successfully complete this course.  I acknowledge that I must keep the syllabus with me so I may refer to it as needed.

____________________    ________________________________________   ______________

Print Name                                                                       Sign Name                                                      Date

