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Pierce College   DancSpc  444- Latin Social & Salsa Dance
Instructor:  Dennon Rawles
Last Day to drop w/ refund: Sept. 9  Last day to drop w/out W: Feb. 18  Last day to drop w/W: May 5

Web Site:  DennonandSayhber.Com     
Web Site:  DennonandSayhber.Com     
Course Information: 


1.  Semester:  Spring 2019  -  Feb. 4 – June 3

2.  Course Name:   DanceSpc 443/Latin/Social - (1 unit) 


3.  Days:  Wed. 6:50pm – 10pm 

4. Meeting Place:  Dance Studio – North Gym 5601
SLO:
Students will be able to:


1.  Demonstrate technique specific skill sets and position accuracy for the presented movement genre.


2.  Compare and contrast movement techniques of Latin Social dance with other dance styles. 



3.  Select and utilize appropriate terminology in describing dance and music fundamentals. 


4.   Identify the appropriate social dance and steps dictated by a genre of Latin dance music.  

Example:  Cha-Cha vs. Rumba vs. Mambo, etc . . .

Office Hours:  Wednesday: 6:30 to 6:50pm Also after class: 10:00 to 10:20.  Please make appointment.

Class Format:


1.  Work rhythm and movement exercises/patterns without a partner.


2.  Learn the basic steps, movements and style of a particular dance without a partner.


3.  Begin the actual partner process.


4.  Learn & develop combinations (routine) of steps to practice.

Students must show proficiency in dance steps apart from a partner before he/she will be allowed to dance with a partner.  This is a safety issue.  The instructor will determine when students are ready to partner.  If determined you are not ready, you will be asked to continue to practice steps without a partner until instructor decides you're ready!  

Course Outline:


Week 1 - 3     Learn basic  steps and patterns of Salsa

Week 4 - 6     Learn the basic Partnership techniques to the dances

Week 7 - 9     Learn more intricate, intermediate steps to dances – continue learning partnership skills

Week10 - 13  Final phase of learning steps and working partnership skills


Week14 – 15  Students will practice the routine learned culminating with a final test for final class meeting.
Assignments:

1.  Mid Term:  Students will be tested mid way (wk. 7 thru 9) on combinations we have to that point.

2.  Final Exam:  The final exam (final class meeting) consists of the entire combination/routine for each of the dances that have been developed over the semester.  Included will be a written test on terminology and history/cultural references.

3. Written Critique:  See the semester dance concert and write a 3 page critique. Papers are due within one week of concert seen.  Critique outline will be provided.
Needed Equipment: Bring a notebook, pen, a hand towel and water bottle and breath mints.

Dress Code:

1.  Men:  Wear clean-soled ballroom shoes or jazz dance shoes that you use only in Dance Studio.  NO STREET SHOES, SNEAKERS, TENNIS SHOES, work boots or shoes that mark the floor.  Wear clean shirts with collar.  No offensive writing or logos on shirts.  No baggy pants with low hanging crotch.  No "T" shirts or jeans.  Wear form-fitting (casual/nice) pants you can move in.  No jeans!

2.  Women:  No Jeans, no "T" shirts.   No shorts.  Keep bellies & backs covered.  Wear skirts or dresses that are not constricting or too short (no more than 2 in. above knee) or nice floor length dress pants/slacks – may be of stretch material. Wear low ballroom or character heels.  No wedge heels!   No narrow/spiked heels!  All shoes must have secure ankle straps! No Slip-On, Strapless shoes - they are dangerous!   No jewelry. Studs accepted.  It can get in the way and injure you and/or your partner.
Student Responsibilities  -  Class Rules & Protocol
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1.  No cell phones/video equipment/electronic devices in the dance studio!  -   You are to turn off your cell phones and computers prior to entering the studio.  You are to bring a notebook to take notes.

2.  Every male dances with every female!   -  Because of the ratio of men to women there will be a rotation system whereby every male eventually partners every female.  No exceptions!!

3.  Be Polite!  -   Introduce yourself to your partner.  Re-introduce yourself as needed.  Don’t assume your partner remembers your name from the previous meeting.  When time to move on, we shake hands and say “Thank You”.
4.  Be encouraging!  -  There will be students with various levels of training in this class.  If you encounter someone having trouble, it is your duty to be encouraging.

5.  No profanity!  -  No swearing or the use of any “questionable” language will be tolerated. 

6.  Be respectful of age differences!  Whether you are just out of High School or way, way out, please endeavor to respect and understand the needs and energy level of your younger or older classmate.  Be respectful.

7.  Class Time / Pre-Class Practice - Students are expected to be on time and ready to dance when class begins.  Students are expected to be practicing the previous week(s) material before the "formal" instruction begins.  

8.  Absences - You are allowed 2 absences before you are penalized.  The 3rd absence will lower your grade.  Each additional absence will lower your grade again. This is a Lab/Participation Course.  You need to be in class to practice and learn.  You will fall behind the others if you have excessive absences.  

9.  Tardies – If you arrive after class officially begins or role has been taken, you are tardy.  3 tardies equals one absence.  Except for prior arrangement with the instructor, if you arrive more than 15 min. late you will be counted as absent.  If you arrive 15 min. late it is the instructor’s discretion whether you may be allowed to participate – YOU MUST ASK PERMISSION!!  If you are consistently tardy you will be asked to drop the course.
10.  Early departures - Leaving class early without prior permission counts the same as a tardy.  Inform the instructor before class begins of your need to leave early.  3 early departures or combinations of tardies and early departures counts as an absence.  If you leave without informing instructor, you will be counted absent. If you must leave more than 30 minutes early, come anyway to learn what you can, but you will be counted absent.

11.  Sit-Outs - If you are dressed inappropriately, if you’ve arrived too late to participate, or you are not feeling well enough to dance you may “sit-out”.  To receive credit for attending you must be fully engaged in the class and write a paper, or two, on the contents of the day’s class.   Fully engaged means you are not using your cell phone, reading a book or socializing with anyone during class time.  Begin the paper with the reason you are not participating.  Sign, date and turn paper in at conclusion of class.  You are allowed 2 sit-outs per semester.

12.  Participation  - Students are expected to put 100% effort and enthusiasm into their work.  If you do not feel up to it, if you’re having a rotten day, if your hair won’t co-operate, if your mother or father has threatened to disown you and wants to start charging you rent, if you just broke up with your boyfriend or girlfriend, whatever it may be - SNAP OUT OF IT, FOCUS ON THE TASK AT HAND  . . . or   Sit-out” and write a paper so your unhappy demeanor does not affect others in the class. 

13.  Make-Up Classes –  2 makeup classes are allowed for the semester.  The make-up class must be of the same discipline and be pre-approved of by the instructor. 
14. Gum chewing/Eating!   No gum chewing or eating allowed during class time, ever.  Water bottles are permitted.
Grading Procedure  -    Contract Page 
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GRADING PROCEEDURE:

1.  PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE -   accounts for the largest portion of your grade.                 60%.
2.  HARD WORK/ENERGY/ENTHUSIASM - being fully engaged/ practicing and attentiveness.  20%.
3.  MASTERING MATERIAL - Tests on mid-term and final combinations.

              15%.

4.  WRITTEN CRITIQUE - accounts for:                                                                                              5%
IMPORTANT ! ! !     You will be dancing in close contact, face to face with another person.  

For the sake of others, please be aware of personal hygiene!    Have clean hands and wear clean clothes. 
 Use breath mints (no gum chewing) and unscented deodorant.  .No heavy perfumes or colognes please!
Performing Arts Department Chair:  Michael Gend
Phone: (818) 710-2268   Office 3538

Dance Vice Chair and Faculty Advisor:  Denise Gibson

Phone: (818) 710-2251  Office:  NGYM 5614D

KEEP THE INSTRUCTOR INFORMED!   If you are going to be absent 2 or more classes in a row or have any questions pertaining to the course, please email by way of the web site listed on first page.

Student Health Center: Medical and mental health services are available to all currently enrolled students at the Student Health Center. There is no cost to students to see any of the medical and mental health providers during extended office hours. Call 818-710-4270 to make an appointment or to ask a question. Located on the 2nd floor of the Student Services Building. www.piercecollege.edu/offices/health_center
**  Dropping-- It is the student’s responsibility to officially drop to avoid a non-passing grade.  A student may be excluded after 2 consecutive absences.  Privilege of re-entry to class will be on an individual case basis. Any drops or exclusions that occur between the end of the 2nd week and the end of the 12th week will result in a "W" on the student's record. Last day to Drop without a “W” is Feb. 18. 2018. 
** This syllabus is subject to amendments and changes per the instructor's discretion at anytime throughout the semester.  Any and all verbal instructions are just as important and binding as the written ones. 

Please sign, tear off the bottom portion and return to instructor by your 2nd class meeting.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read all three pages of the class syllabus for Dance Specialties 444, Fall 2019.  I understand what my responsibilities are to successfully complete this course.  I also understand I must adhere to all the rules, regulations and protocols that are listed in the syllabus as well as any and all verbal instructions given throughout the semester by the instructor.  
I acknowledge that I must keep the syllabus with me so I may refer to it as needed.

_________________________________________  _____________________________________   ______________

Print Name                                                                       Sign Name                                                      Date
