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Pierce College   
Tap Dance Techniques I   -   Dance SPC 331
Instructor:  Dennon Rawles
Last day to drop w/out W:  02/23/20
Last day to drop w/W:  05/10/20
Contact instructor thru Web Site:  dennonandsayhber.com     
Course Information: 


1.  Semester:  Spring 2020  -  Feb. 10 – June 8

2.  Course Name:   Dance SPC 331 – Tap Dance Techniuqes I - (1 unit) 

3.  Days:  Wed. 6:50pm – 10:00pm 

4. Meeting Place:  Dance Studio – North Gym 5601
SLO:
Students will be able to:


1.  Define and demonstrate fundamental tap terminology.
2.  Practice and demonstrate proper body placement, balance, balance, and basic technical execution for tap dance. 


3.  Utilize rhythmic structure of music. 
Office Hours: Thursdays 6:30 to 6:50pm.    Also after class: 10:00 to 10:20pm.  Please make appointment.
Assignments:

1. Will be tested periodically on various tap exercises and combinations.
2. Will be tested periodically on tap terminology.
3. Must attend the Pierce College Dance Concert and write a critique.  Outline will be provided.
4. Final Exam:  Final class meeting students will be tested on the dance routine/combo project. 
Needed Equipment: 
1. Notebook, Pen
2. Water bottle

3. Hand towel 

Dress Code:

1. Wear comfortable clothes you don’t mind sweating in.  No dresses, no short shorts please!
2. Your pants must not cover your shoes.
3. Women:  We hop & jump around a lot.  Heavy duty sport bras may be necessary.
4. Tape shoes are required by the 3rd class meeting or you may not participate.
ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONES OR ELECTRONIC DEVICES ARE ALLOWED IN CLASS.
THEY MUST BE TURNED OFF PRIOR TO ENTERING THE CLASS ROOM!

Student Responsibilities  -  Class Rules & Protocol
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Disclaimer:  The grade you receive at the end of the semester will be the result of how consistent and diligent you are.  You will be evaluated using the following criteria.  Please read carefully.  
You, the student, are entirely, 100% responsible for the grade you receive.

1.  Class Time - Students are expected to be on time and ready to dance when class begins.  Students are expected to be practicing the previous week(s) material before any formal instruction begins.  

2.  Absences - You are allowed 3 absences before you are penalized.  The 4th absence will lower your grade.  Each additional absence will lower your grade again. This is a Lab/Participation Course.  You need to be in class to practice and learn.  You will fall behind the others if you have excessive absences.  

3.  Tardies – If you arrive after class officially begins or role has been taken, you are tardy.  3 tardies equals one absence.  Except for prior arrangement with the instructor, if you arrive more than 15 min. late you will be counted as absent.  If you arrive 15 min. late it is the instructor’s discretion whether you may be allowed to participate – YOU MUST ASK PERMISSION!!  If you are consistently tardy you will be asked to drop the course.

4.  Early departures - Leaving class early without prior permission counts the same as a tardy.  Inform the instructor before class begins of your need to leave early.  3 early departures or combinations of tardies and early departures counts as an absence.  If you leave without informing instructor, you will be counted absent.  If you must leave more than 30 minutes early, come anyway to learn what you can, but you will be counted absent.

5.  Sit-Outs - If you are dressed inappropriately, if you’ve arrived too late to participate, or you are not feeling well enough to dance you may “sit-out”.  To receive credit for attending you must be fully engaged in the class and write a paper, or two, on the contents of the day’s class.   Fully engaged means you are not using your cell phone, reading a book or socializing with anyone during class time.  Begin the paper with the reason you are not participating.  Sign, date and turn paper in at conclusion of class.  You are allowed 2 sit-outs per semester.

6.  Participation  - Students are expected to put 100% effort and enthusiasm into their work.  If you do not feel up to it please do a  Sit-out”, observe class and write a paper. 

7.  Make-Up Classes –  2 makeup classes are allowed for the semester.  The make-up class must be of the same discipline and be pre-approved of by the instructor. 

8. Gum chewing/Eating!   No gum chewing or eating allowed during class time, ever.  Water bottles are permitted.
9.  No Electronic Devices allowed on in the room.  No Cell phones, computers, etc.  NO videotaping any part of the dance class.  Use your notebooks to record steps and class assignments.
Grading Procedure -    Contract Page 
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GRADING PROCEEDURE:

1.  PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE -   accounts for the largest portion of your grade.                 60%.
2.  HARD WORK/ENERGY/ENTHUSIASM - being fully engaged/ practicing and attentiveness.  20%.
3.  MASTERING MATERIAL - Tests on mid-term and final combinations.

              15%.

4.  WRITTEN CRITIQUE - accounts for:                                                                                              5%
Performing Arts Department Chair:  Michael Gend
Phone: (818) 710-2268   Office 3538

Dance Vice Chair and Faculty Advisor:  Denise Gibson

Phone: (818) 710-2251  Office:  NGYM 5614D

DSPS Statement:
Student Services: 818.719.6430 
Students with disabilities, whether physical, learning and/or psychological, who anticipate needing accommodations for this course are encouraged to communicate with your instructor early in the semester.  Academic Accommodations are the services provided to students with disabilities that give them an opportunity to compete with their non-disabled peers. These services include but are not limited to: extended time on class exams and quizzes, sign language interpreting, special furniture, and special tutoring. It is Pierce College’s policy to provide reasonable accommodations to those students who have documented disabilities. Documentation of your disability will need to be provided to the Special Service Office.  Additionally, it is the student’s responsibility to formally request assistance by contacting Special Services weeks before the desired accommodation.  Special Services is located in the Student Services Building, south of the mall.
Academic Integrity: The faculty of Pierce College is committed to the belief that honesty and integrity are integral components of the academic process.  The College expects students to be honest and ethical at all times in their pursuit of academic goals. Students who violate the code of academic conduct by which the College maintains its academic integrity will be dealt with in a manner reflecting the seriousness of these violations. Plagiarism is a serious academic issue. Information used from the internet to provide historical information for course assignments must be cited.  Students who do not properly annotate information from the internet or print will receive a failing grade for the assignment and will be reported the Dean of Academic Affairs. Please see the full policy on academic integrity and plagiarism in the current Pierce General Catalog or please use the link available Pierce General Catalog (Links to an external site.). 
Student Health Center: Medical and mental health services are available to all currently enrolled students at the Student Health Center. There is no cost to students to see any of the medical and mental health providers during extended office hours. Call 818-710-4270 to make an appointment or to ask a question. Located on the 2nd floor of the Student Services Building. www.piercecollege.edu/offices/health_center
**  Dropping-- It is the student’s responsibility to officially drop to avoid a non-passing grade.  A student may be excluded after 2 consecutive absences.  Privilege of re-entry to class will be on an individual case basis.  Any drops or exclusions that occur between the end of the 2nd week and the end of the 12th week will result in a "W" on the student's record. 

** This syllabus is subject to amendments and changes per the instructor's discretion at anytime throughout the semester.  Any and all verbal instructions are just as important and binding as the written ones. 

Please sign, tear off the bottom portion and return to instructor by your 2nd class meeting.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read all three pages of the class syllabus for Dance Specialties 331, Spring 2020  I understand what my responsibilities are to successfully complete this course.  I also understand I must adhere to all the rules, regulations and protocols that are listed in the syllabus as well as any and all verbal instructions given throughout the semester by the instructor.  I ack-nowledge that I must keep the syllabus with me so I may refer to it as needed.

_____________________________________  _____________________________________   ______________

Print Name                                                                            Sign Name                                                                            Date

