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Spring 2016 Semester  Jan 11 – May 20

Partnering for Dance – Dance 120  #s 22832 & 22833    2 units – Rm FA55
Class Time:  6pm – 9:50pm

Instructor:  Dennon Rawles   drawles@cerritos.edu
Website:  DennonandSayhber.com

Student Learning Outcome – Students:

1. Learns dance combinations, implementing correct partner etiquette, choreographic timing and coordination.

2. Demonstrate a knowledge of the partner rotation format and group collaboration methods.
3. Perform three to four partner projects in an in-studio presentation.
Course Outline for this semester:

1.  Students will learn correct ballet body alignment and placement




                 2.  Students will learn the proper execution of basic lifts through the use of the plié, relevé and port de bras. 

3.  Students will learn to recognize and count various meter/rhythms such as: ¾ time, 4/4 time, 6/8 time.        4.  Students will learn basic history of the various dances they learn. 

Assignments:


1.  Students are required to see the Semester Dance Concert (March 10, 11, 12)and write a 2-page critique (outline will be provided)

2.  Students will be tested periodically on dance assignments given as well as a Mid-Term and Final. 

Equipment:  Bring:  1) Hand towel
  2) Water Bottle    3) Notebook/pen
  4) Breath Mints

Dress Code:  Students are to:  Dress like a dancer, so they’ll look like a dancer, so they’ll think like a dancer, so they’ll feel like a dancer, so they’ll act like a dancer, so they’ll train like a dancer all toward the objective of  becoming a dancer!
Dress Code: 

1.  Men:  Wear clean-soled dance shoes. You will change in studio.   No sneakers, work boots or shoes that mark the floor.   NO “T” SHIRTS!!!  Shirts must have a collar.  No offensive writing or logos on clothing.  No baggy pants with low hanging crotch.  NO JEANS!!  Wear form fitting trousers/dress pants you can move in. 

2.  Women:  Wear knee length skirts or lightweight dresses that are not constricting or nice floor length dress pants/slacks – may be of stretch material.  NO JEANS!!  Midriffs, bellies and backs are to be covered. Wear leotards and tights/leggings underneath – No bare legs.  Wear low ballroom or character heels. Your shoes must have ankle strap that secures your shoes tightly to your feet.  No wedge heels. No slip on shoes!!!

No jewelry!   -   No earrings (studs excepted), necklaces, bracelets, watches, anklets, toe rings, hand rings (bands excepted), nose rings, eye lid rings or any jewelry that hang from clothing.  With the close contact you will be doing, one wrong move may result in injury. 

** No sneakers will be allowed in ballroom class.   No exceptions, no excuses.

 If you do not have proper shoes you will not be allowed to dance!  No bare feet allowed!

IMPORTANT ! ! !     You will be dancing in close contact, face to face with another person.  

For the sake of others, please be aware of personal hygiene. 

 Have clean hands and wear clean clothes.  Use breath mints and unscented deodorant.

No heavy perfumes or colognes please! 




           Partnering for Dance – Dance 120  #s 22832 & 22833                                 page 2 of 3
Student Responsibilities -  Class Rules & Protocols
1.  When instructor speaks, you don’t!  -   You are here to learn.  This is not a class for you to demonstrate what you already know.  It is a class for you to learn something new from the instructor.  LISTEN TO INSTRUCTOR!
2.  Every male dances with every female!   -  Because of the ratio of men to women there will be a rotation system whereby every male eventually partners every female.  No exceptions!!

3.  Be Polite!  -   Introduce yourself to your partner.  Re-introduce yourself as needed.  Don’t assume your partner remembers your name from the previous meeting.  When time to move on, say “Thank You”.
4.  Be encouraging!  -  There will be varying levels of training in this class.  If you encounter someone having trouble, it is your duty to be encouraging.

5.  No profanity!  -  No swearing or the use of any “questionable” language will be tolerated. 

6.  Be respectful of age differences!  We may have a wide range of age differences in this class.  Whether you are just out of High School or way, way out, please endeavor to respect and understand the needs and energy level of your younger or older classmate.  Be respectful.

7.  Class Time – Students are expected to be on time and ready to dance when class begins.  That means being on the dance floor, quiet, attentive as well as properly dressed.  

8.  Absences - 2 absences are allowed for the semester.  The 3rd absence will lower your grade.  You will fall behind the others if you have excessive absences.  You must be in class to learn.

9.  Tardies - Class begins at 6pm.   At 6:10pm you are considered tardy.  At 6:20pm you are considered too  late be counted as present for class.   If you arrive after 6:30, it is the instructor’s discretion whether you may participate that night.  3 tardies constitutes one absence.  If you know you will be late, let instructor know and maybe, MAYBE, you'll be allowed to participate.   Remember, if you arrive 30 minutes late, you will be counted as absent.

`
10.  Early departures - Leaving class early without prior permission counts the same as a tardy.  Inform the instructor before class begins of your need to leave early.  3 early departures or combinations of tardies and early departures counts as an absence.  If you leave more than 30 minutes early, it will be counted as an absence.

11.  Sit-Outs - If you are dressed inappropriately, if you’ve arrived too late to participate or you are not feeling well enough to dance you may “sit-out”.  To receive credit for attending you must be fully engaged in the class and write a one-page paper on the contents of the day’s class.  Begin the paper with the reason you are not participating.  Sign, date and turn paper in at conclusion of class. Remember – If you arrive 30 minutes late, sick or not, please stay; learn what you can but …  you will not receive credit for having attended.   You are allowed 2 sit-outs per semester.

12.  Participation  - Students are expected to put 100% effort and enthusiasm into their work.  If you do not feel you can put 100% effort into the class please do a “sit-out” and write a paper so your unhappy demeanor does not affect the rest of us. 

14.  No gum chewing/eating!   No gum chewing or eating allowed in the dance studio, ever.  The 2nd warning could lower your grade.  Water bottles are permitted.

15.  No cell phones or electronic devices are allowed in the classroom.  Turn off prior to entering.  No video taping permitted!
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                                               Partnering for Dance – Dance 120  #s 22832 & 22833
GRADING PROCEDURE

      1.    Participation counts for the largest portion of your grade    -   60%

2. Hard work enthusiasm and effort account for   -  20%.

3. Mastering the material/ Tests on combinations count for 15%, 

4. Written Critique account for  -  5%.

Office Hours.

Beginning February, instructor will be available to meet with students 45 minutes prior to class start – 5: 15pm.  If you would like to talk to instructor, please make an appointment.
Dropping Class
If you decide to stop attending class, it is your responsibility to clear your name from the roster.  Please officially drop yourself from the class.

KEEP THE INSTRUCTOR INFORMED -  If you are going to be absent more than two consecutive classes or you have questions, please email your instructor by way of the web site on first page.

If you decide to drop the class (for any reason) please inform instructor as well.

IMPORTANT – PLEASE READ:   This syllabus is subject to amendments and changes per the instructor's discretion at anytime throughout the semester.   All verbal instructions are as important and binding as those contained in this syllabus.

IMPORTANT  - PLEASE READ:  No cheating, copying, or plagiarizing allowed on written critique.

Academic Honesty/Dishonesty policy:  Refer to class schedule booklet, pg. 127
Please sign, tear off the bottom portion and return to instructor by your 2nd class meeting.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read all three pages of the class syllabus for Spring 2016 semester Partnering for Dance – Dance 120  #s 22832, 22833.  I understand what my responsibilities are to successfully complete this course.  I acknowledge that I must keep the syllabus with me so I may refer to it as needed.
___________________________________    ________________________________________   ______________

Print Name                                                                       Sign Name                                                      Date
